
 

 

Career Pathways in Nursing 

High School Diploma 

College Vocational 

Licensed Vocational Nurse 
(Licensed Practical Nurse) 

 
 

1 Year 

Registered Nurse 
Associate Degree 

(ASN, AD, ADN) 
 

2 Years 

Registered Nurse 
Baccalaureate Degree 

(BSN) 
 

4 Years 

College Graduates 
with a Degree in  

Another Field 

Transition Program to  
Registered Nursing 
(ASN, AD, or ADN) 

 
1 Year 

Transition Program to 
Registered Nurse 

(BSN) 
 

1-2 Years 

Accelerated Program 
Registered Nurse 

Baccalaureate Degree 
(BSN) 

2 Years 

Certification Programs 
for RNs 

 
(Specialties) 

Master of Science in 
Nursing 
(MSN) 

 
2 Years 

Clinical Nurse  
Specialist 

(CNS) 

Certified 
Nurse 

Midwife 
(CNM) 

Certified  
Registered 

Nurse  
Anesthetist 

(CRNA) 

 
Nursing  

Education 

Nursing  
Administration 

Doctorate of 
Nursing Practice 

(DNP) 
3 Years 

Doctorate of 
Philosophy  

(PhD) 
3 Years 

Nurse  
Practitioner 

(NP) 
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